The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome — 11/9/2025 — Msgr. Peter Quang Nguyen

Summary of the Readings:

First Reading — Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12: From the temple, water flows eastward, bringing life and
freshness to everything it touches, with fruit trees along its banks providing food and healing.

Responsorial Psalm — Psalm 46: God is our unshakable refuge and strength, securing the city He
dwells in. His presence assures protection and peace, even amidst turmoil.

Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17: We are God’s building, with Jesus as the
foundation. Each must build carefully, for we are temples of the Holy Spirit, sacred and protected by
God.

Gospel — John 2:13-22: Near Passover, Jesus visits the Jerusalem temple, expelling merchants and
overturning money-changers’ tables, condemning the commercialization of the sacred space.
Challenged by the Jews for a sign to justify his actions, he cryptically mentions rebuilding the temple
in three days, a reference to his resurrection understood later by his disciples.

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran is celebrated by the entire Church. It
marks the dedication of the cathedral church of Rome by Pope Sylvester I in 324.

This church is the cathedra (or chair) of the bishop of Rome, who is the pope. A Latin inscription in
the church reads: “omnium ecclesiarum Urbis et Orbis mater et caput.” Translated, this means, “The
mother and head of all churches of the city and of the world.”

We might wonder why we celebrate the dedication of Church building in Rome at Mass today. What
does that matter to us in Denver, Archdiocese of Denver? Indeed, we celebrate a physical building at
mass today that most of us have never set eyes upon, located in a country across the
Atlantic Ocean, but this Feast is about much more than a physical building.

Historically, basilica of St. John Lateran is the cathedral church of the bishop of Rome, the Pope,
even though many of the Catholic faithful think the Basilica of St Peter would be his cathedral. The
original church of St. John Lateran was dedicated on 9 November 324 AD. Over the centuries, this
basilica has been destroyed or damaged by earthquakes, fires, and attacks. Despite all these setbacks,
the Basilica has been rebuilt and restored many times.

The Lateran Basilica symbolizes the unity of the Church, which is something very important to the
Catholic faithful. Catholic communities throughout the world are built on one foundation, our Lord
Jesus Christ. By celebrating this feast today, we, each of us, unite with the Pope and with each other,
as we are all baptized into one body, the body of Christ. We should think of the Church not in terms
of physical buildings, but in terms of community. Paul tells us in his first letter to the Corinthians that
we are God's building, that the foundation of this building is the Lord Jesus Christ, and all of us who
serve in the Church must build upon that foundation. We are the place where God wishes to dwell,
giving us the opportunity and the responsibility to proclaim God’s loving presence to the world. We
live in a world where there is a lot of division and discord. The message of the Church as a community
of Christ’s love is so important to the world today.


https://young-catholics.com/read-types/life-from-the-water/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/the-river-that-brings-joy/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/you-are-gods-sacred-temple/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/cleansing-the-temple/

e Many families have been divided or have broken down.

e Many lives are overtaken by anger and bitterness.

e Many people are lonely and do not know where to turn.

e Public and political life is full of attacks and harsh rhetoric.

e There is a lot of violence and crime on our streets.

e Healing and wholeness are needed in the midst of this reality.

Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthians to give advice to a community that was badly divided, telling
them to see themselves as the Temple of God and to feel the Holy Spirit working within them.

St Paul was able to the write to the different Church communities from a position of faith because of
his own personal encounter with Christ and the love of God that he had entered. St Paul made it his
mission to help people know Christ and to proclaim Christ's Gospel message to the world. The
purpose of the Church is to create opportunities for people to encounter Christ, and to receive his love
and healing. Sharing our time and our expertise creates an environment where God’s love can grow
in us, as individuals and as a community. Our parish activities, our outreach, and our buildings give
visibility to our faith. They remind us of God’s presence and help us experience God’s love. It is
God’s love that will revive and store our communities and the world. As St John of the Cross stated:
“Put love where there is no love, and there you will draw out love.” In many ways, God’s love and
our identity as Christ’s body are at the center of today’s celebration of the Dedication of the Basilica
of St John Lateran.

The Gospel of St. John tells about Jesus going up to the Temple of Jerusalem, and how he was angry
and drove the merchants out of the temple. Through this event, Jesus wants to teach us to respect the
holy place, and at the same time respect our bodies and souls as the temple of God:

1. Do not turn my Father's House into a marketplace.

The Jerusalem Temple mentioned here is the third temple built by King Herod the Great (the first
temple was built by King Solomon, the second temple under Ezra-Nehemiah was destroyed) and has
three parts including the Holy of Holies, the Holy Place, and the Court of the Gentiles. Every year,
on major feasts, Jews from all over come to attend the feast, including expatriates and people from
other cities.

Around the temple, people set up money changers, selling sheep, cows, and pigeons, to meet the needs
of people coming from far away to attend the ceremony without having to bring bulky things. They
exchanged foreign currency to pay temple tax, exchanged coins to make offerings; the rich bought
sheep or cows, the poor bought turtledoves or pigeons to make offerings.

The priests took the opportunity to occupy the entire area of the Gentiles to set up services for the
clan to trade for profit, turning the solemn place into a market, bustling with the sounds of goats and
cows mooing, shouting, and arguing, and even pickpocketing guards...

Jesus saw the chaos of the traders and the uncleanness of the animals, out of his zeal, he chased them
away and said: “Do not turn my Father's house into a market”. This event is a lesson for us, are we
aware that the temple is a holy place? Do we illegally occupy holy things? Have we really kept solemn
when entering the church? Do we reserve the sanctuary for the worship of God alone, or is it easy to
use the church for other inappropriate activities?



2. Our bodies are the temple of God.

The temple is the place where God and man meet in a special way through liturgical celebrations and
is the most suitable space for prayer and listening to God's voice.

When Jesus said: "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up", the Gospel explains that
he was referring to his body being killed but being resurrected after three days.

And from these testimonies, in the Second Reading, Saint Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians
said: “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? Whoever
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”

Thus, we ourselves are the temple of the Trinity, and every day when we make the Sign of the Cross,
we still proclaim this.

Let us take care to decorate our temple with virtues and good deeds to make it worthy for God to
dwell. Do not let “money” dwell there or “animals” pollute it as the ancient Jews did to Jerusalem.

Moreover, as Saint Paul teaches, no one has the right to destroy his own body or the body of another.
Destroying one’s own body or harming another is murder.

Finally, because of our zeal for God, we do not fear those who kill our bodies, because we are
convinced that the temple of our bodies will be rebuilt by God on the day of judgment.

Lord Jesus, please give us the solemn awareness every time we enter the church, the awareness of
your presence so that we can fervently celebrate the sacred liturgy. Please also give us the knowledge
to always keep ourselves pure and to know how to decorate the temple of our souls with holy virtues.
Amen.
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